Emergency department care: cost awareness by health care providers.
With the escalation of health care costs during the past decade, it has become increasingly important for the physician to be aware of the cost of various components of health care delivery. The following study was undertaken to ascertain the "cost awareness" of four different groups of health care providers. This was accomplished by having these groups estimate the cost of patient visits to an emergency department. Significant errors were observed in these cost estimations, and error trends were seen to occur that were independent of education and experience.